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i)ur Man in the Kremlin

How Penkovsky Was Seized

CPYRGHT

Aided in Flight of English Associate

~ By Frank Gibney
Eleventh-in a Series

The expensive gifts he
brought back from the
West, for high army and

Early in the morning oT
July 8, 1962; Col. Penkovsky
drove to Sheremefevo air-
port and met Greville
Wynne
waiting roomy.”" ¥

Using his Party card to
overawe customs and securi-
ty personnel, Penkovsky
changed Wynne's tickets,
rushed him through the de-
parture formalities, and saw
him aboard the first west-
bound plane, an S.A.S.
flight headed for Copenha-
Lgen. :
° Coming on the heels of
‘their surveillance at the
Peking Restaurant the night
before, the hasty departure
must -inevitably have deep-
ened the suspicions of the
State Security’ Police. But
Penkovsky knew that
Wynne was in some danger.

Heedless of his own risk,

in the passenger

b wanted at all cosfs to as-

qire Wynne’s safety.

[Over the next . three
onths the Colonel sudeeed-
i in getting sever&lﬁac’k-

i
¢ks of information out {9 _his
estern contacts, | MDEtLY,
hrough the use of “dead
ops” and prearranged mes-
hges.

On Sept. 5, he brought
pme film to an American
Hmbassy reception, /buf he
buld find no safe opp,oj_gi-

itv to transfer it. =

The next day he tried to
N tablish contact with one

fort,‘ tpo. proved fruitless.
Fhe net had tightened.

_ rangements for a mobile

Of his. British sources. Thatﬁ?ﬁacccss to the Kremlin's sc-

‘kovsky's frequent meetings

On Oct. 22, according to

official Soviet record, Col.
Oleg Penkovsky was arrest-

ed by representatives
the State Security, in Mos-
cow, and taken to Lubianka
Prison. On Nov. 2, Greville
Wynne was Kkidnaped by
State Security Police in Bu-
dapest, where he had gone
to make preliminary ar-

trade exhibition in Eastern
Europe. He was flown to
Moscow in an aircraft com-
manded by a State Security
general and thrown into Lu-
bianka for interrogation.
The “interrogation” of
Penkovsky and Wynne was
to last fully six months.
What finally Dbetrayed
Penkovksy? ‘It was certainly
not the result of a long cat-
-and-mouse game played by
an all-seeing State Security.
.Penkovsky’s high rank and

crets made Jhim far too dan-

Of:'

gerous an enemy for the So-
viet high command to tem-
porize with, in an effort to
ljearn more about his con-
tacts, sources, ete.

The . minute his spying
was discovered, it would
have to be stopped. So the
discovery must have been
made just before his arrest.

The State Security’s orig-
inal discovery that Penkov-
sky's father was a White
Russian officer—a damag-
ing item in any Soviet file—
undoubtedly started an in-
vestigatiqn. In the course of
the investigation, the State
Security Police noticed Pen-

with foreigners.

Even though Penkovsky's
position in Intelligence per-
mitted such associations,
there must have heen &

great many dangerous|

foreign contact reports in

his sequrity file,

arty officials, also aroused
ome suspicion. Wynne still

arketeering—not an uny-

leual erime among Soviet of-

icials.

: There was another impor-
nt factor. Through the
pring and summer of 1962,
s tenslon with the West
as built uwp by Khru-
shchev, the State Security
had been ordered to tighten

Tronically, the same “colll-
gion course for war” which
Penkovsky warned about
was responsible for the jin-
tensified surveillance that
brought on his arrest.

At some point the State
Security searched Penkov-
|sky’s apartment. Once the
searchers found the secret
drawer with Penkovsky's
espiona ge appartus—cam-
eras, radio and instructions
for Western  contacts—the
(Colonel’s doom was sealed.

Could Penkovsky have
lsaved himself before that
time? Probably yes. In July,
for instance, after Wynne's
return to London, Penkov-
sky could have sent a mes-
sage to London artnouncing
that he was breaking off
lcommunication, temporarily
cut his Western contacts
and, above all,
the incriminating materials
in his desk drawer.

He did not do this pre-
cisely . because he thought it
necessary, to the very last,
to continue his warnings
about Khrushchev's political
«adventurism” and its dan-
ger to the world.

the Soviet nuclear menace
—and XKhrushchev's disre-

destroyed.

In the following excerpt .
from the Papers, one of the -
iast he wrote, he discusses .

|

1
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nd 1962.
(We must remember that

an in 1963, only after the
. 8. faced him down in
uba.)

By Oleg Penkousky

Many of our nuclear ex-
loslons (tests) have been
onducted in the central
art of the U.S.8S.R., mostly
ih Kazakhstan. Some of the
maller tests were not no-
fficed at all and were not
ecorded by the Western
ates.

The large nuclear explo-

nd the Soviet press, but
qothing Is ever sald about
e smaller ones. At the
eneral Staff we sometimes
now of tests being con-
ucted on a certain type of
uclear weapon, and we

pes of nuclear weapons
dre conducted daily. Nu-

orted by Tass or the So-
iet press.
bout the Soviet Union ad-

uclear tests is nothing but

dne who mentions complete

Te is not ‘Teady for it.

He will sign an agreement
rohibiting nuclear tests
nly after he becomes. con-

4head of the United States

1n the use of nuclear energy

{for military purposes. The

fegotiations could last an-

$ther ten years without any .
esults.

There 18 a shortage of -
dtomie raw materials need- |
14 for the atom bombs and '
igsiles with nuclear war-¢
eads. Almost all{, the ores
‘¢ontaining wuranium comes !
o the Soviet Union from '
Mzechoslovakia. ;
Recently some uranium
bre . deposits - have heen”
ound in China, but they are

bery  insignificant. Soviet

honazite sands and ore de-

Fich either in elements nec- -
bssary for atomic energy.

In view of this shortage-
bf atomic raw materials, it
is small wonder that our:

hrushchev agreed to a test

ocating the prohibition of |

ard of any test ban in 1961 .

. porarily in power in the Con-

ons are reported by Tass .

A

ait t0 see what Tass will |
ay about this. If Tass keeps :
ilent, then we keep silent, :

0. ‘ ‘
Tests of various new

lear test explosions take :

All this talk

}

es.
Khrushchev will fire any-

uspension of nuclear tests. |

|
|

Yinced that the USS.R. is -

hosits are not particularly |-

'When Lumumba was tem- ‘

go;“the Soviets sent 23|
plafitloads of officers (in-
cluding generals) there via !
Egypt and Sudan, The air-
craft were of the IL-14 and

| 11-18 types; heavier types

could not lagd :on the Su-
danese airfield, and other:
countries “would -not give
permission for the Soviet
aircraft to land for refuel- .
ing.

A good friend of mine,
Maj. Aleksey Guryev, was:
the first one to fly to the
Congo with the Soviet gen-
erals. The primary task of
this mission was to establish
Soviet control over the ura- !
nium ore in the Congo.

On Sept. 8, 1961, there was
a regular experimental atom-

ie explosion of a 16-megaton
bomb. This was the first

test explosion of a2 bomb of
such force in the Soviet
Union. An R-12 missile was
used in this test. The mis-
sile was launched from the
base at Kapustin Yar.
Varentsov was present
when the missila was
launched. ‘

Later, when a 50-megaton
bomb was tested, to every-.
body’s surprise the explo-
sion’s actual force equaled
that of 80 megatons. Such
gtc*leat force was not expect-
ed. :

It was. believed that some
unforeseen chemical changes
in the charge must have
taken place after it was pre-
pared. It is now thought
that such a bomb with a cal-
culated force of 100 mega-
tons may actually produce
an explosion equaling that
of 150 or 160 megatons.

Why did Khrushchev un-
expectedly begin to conduct
new nuclear tests?

(The Soviets resumed nu-
clear t{esting on Sept. 1,
1961. They continued the
practice until the nuclear
test-ban treaty of 1963.)

All nuclear tests have had
and some still have two
phases. The first phase
dgals‘ with the explosive

force in 'TNT equivalents,
In these tests the bombs
_were dropped from aireraft

or from special masts. The
second phase fests nuclear
paylToads liﬁ&iby missiles.

Thé prévent tests are al-

- most exclusively on the sec

S

krol in the C
st

bovernment is so interested T
n establishing Soviet con-

ond phase type. Almost all |
of them are conducted with |
missiles. '
Why is Khrushchev push- |
ing these nuclear (fests? ;
Why is he unwilling to sign ‘
the agreement forbidding {
nuclear weapons tests? Be-
cause most of our missiles ;
have not even passed the ¢
necessary tests, let alone of ?
missile production, as re- |
gards gquality and there
have been many instances -
of missiles and satellites ex- -
ploding ‘{n. the air or disap-
pearing completely.
But = Khruschev
ently does everything possi-
ble o imprové nilsdile weap- -
ons. He wants to seize the
injtigtive 0. show the:
Wiﬁﬁaﬁjﬁﬁ t head in the
field of missile production,

persist-

*as regards quality as well as 1 ing the dangers. Still, I ank

quantity.

Khrushchev and our
scientists are still quite far

from being able to prove ;
such a superiority; but they 2

are working hard to im-

prove all types of missile .

weapons.

Gen. Kupin says there are
insufficient defense faelli-
ties in case of war, particu-
larly as regards defense
against radioactive sub-
stances,

Although we tell our
people working in defense

plants that everything is un- ;

der control and that there i§

no danger of contamination, ;

they are still afraid,

Many become ilI, after -
working for six months or
a year. Even our nuclear- |

|
L

" surveillance

powered icebreaker Lenin is
a floating deathtrap because
of ity badly designed valves

which atlow radioactive
leakaga.

ED. NOTE: On Aug. 25,
1962, Col. Penkovsky added
the following personal note
to the Papers. It was one
of sthe few entries with a
date affized, It was the last
thing ever received from
him. . .
<1 ‘have already grown
used to the fact that I note
periodically some degree of
and control
over "my movements. The
“neighbors” continue to study
me. There is some rea-
son for this, KGB activity. I
confuse and Jose myself in
guesses andl gigpositions. I
am very far from exaggerat-

an optimist and I try to eval
uate the situation objed
tively, "
I am not disappointed iy
my life or my work. Thg
most important thing is tha
I remain full of strengthh
and desire to continue thif
work. To tell the {trutl
about the Soviet system—i
is the goal of my life. Ang
if I succeed in contributing
my little bricks to thiz grea
cause, there can be ng
greater satisfaction.
Condensed Ifrom the forhtcoming book

“The Penkovsky Papers,’”’ 1965,
Doubledey & Co., Inc@ ?

FRIDAY: The arrest and
trial of Col. Penkovsky and
Greville Wynne, after sij
months’ interrogation in thd
Lubianka cellars.
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